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Your excellencies, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

Good morning!

I am truly honoured to be here and to join this prestigious forum held
by Hong Kong’s Home Affairs Bureau. | remember being invited by the
Home Affairs Bureau in March, and being kindly taken to many art and
cultural places where | have learned that this city is actively engaging in
developing the living of its citizens through the use of arts and culture,
with a strong reminiscence of the past while looking forward to the
future. | was impressed and therefore determined to be back here.

Asia is indeed a land of cultural heritage. Being filled with diversity of
traditions, cultures, and peoples, Asia is a source of endless inspiration
and an important root of our identities. Thailand, while being sensitive
to changes and modern trends, puts its best effort on preserving its
cultural heritage, including its world heritage such as historical parks
in Sukhothai, Ayutthaya, and Ban Chiang archaeological site. Other
places on UNESCQ’s world heritage tentative lists include Phu Phra
Bat in Udon Thani Province, Phra Mahathat Temple, the ancient city of
Chiang Mai, Phra That Phanom Temple, and Phimai Historical Park. The
intangible elements which have been contained in the tangible heritage
for centuries are now deeply studied, such as the famous Loy Krathong
and Candle festival, which date back almost seven hundred years as
appeared in Sukhothai stone inscriptions. The Royal Barge Procession
and the Royal Cremation Ceremony which date back for more than three
centuries are also points of interest for both Thais and foreigners. In
the height of the loss of cultural identities, Thailand tries to keep its
traditions alive within the modern world and at the same time develops
them further as a staple of peoples’ creativity.
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In the age of innovation, Thailand is keen on using digital technology for
a more elaborate display of culture. The Ministry of Culture is a main
supporter of a new platform of arts production. We provide budgets
aiming to promote the use of technology as a means to enhance creativity,
and to rethink of how our identities could be portrayed creatively. For
example, we are supporting the production of Thai animation which
uses Thai history and cultural heritage, such as the story of Kankluay, a
Thai elephant who bravely fought in the ancient wars, and the story of
Ramayana, the Indian mythology which is portrayed in Thai traditional
mural paintings. Also, the production technology has long been used
in Thai film industry, and contributes greatly to the unique portrayal
of Thai arts and culture. The international success of Thai films in the
past decades is partly indebted to the Film Board of Thailand, under
the chairmanship of the Prime Minister, who sees the great potential
of films as a tool to promote cultures and images to billions of viewers.

Technology on computer graphics (CGs), when paired with cultural
heritage, has fueled Thailand’s creative industry as witnessed from the
quality of production for advertisement and TV commercials in Thailand.
Also, the use of CGs is encouraged in the construction and restoration of
cultural sites, such as the architecture of the royal crematorium for the
late King Bhumibol Adulyadej, which was done by Fine Arts Department,
including the construction of the new cultural service complex in
Bangkok, which is expected to be another cultural cooperation hub of
Asia. The use of CGs also helps translating the traditional knowledge
into the digital format and database, which also supports the renewal of
the cultural learning centres in Thailand, such as the national museums
across the country where more than 300 000 artifacts are displayed,
as well as the use of QR and AR Code. The National Archives and the
National Library have gone through a massive improvement, with an
updated version of digital archive, e-library, and cultural database with
copyrighted publications by the Thai Government.

We encourage producers of regional products and traditional crafts to
use the technology in the production process, and to add the creative
touch that helps reducing time and cost. With supports from all sectors,
including the Office of Contemporary Art and Culture under the Ministry
of Culture, Thailand Cultural and Design Center, or TCDC, and the
projects under the royal patronage, traditional crafts that withhold
ancient handmade techniques are now in high demand in and outside
Thailand. The Thai Government has established the projects called
C-POT and OTOP, the local products specially selected for their exquisite
beauty and quality, as a means to encourage the locals to preserve their
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wisdoms, maintain their identities, and be economically independent.
The supports include value-oriented strategy, such as Thai traditional
art and craft merchandises being sold in airports and on the aircrafts.
The Ministry of Culture also prompts cities with artistic potential to join
the Creative Cities Network under UNESCO. But most importantly, their
craftsmanship will help add up the volume of our cultural capital and the
sustainability of our creative industry.

Thailand is known for its rich heritage of arts and culture, and we are
turning them into capital in the emerging creative industry. The Ministry
of Culture is supporting the research of Thai heritage, both tangible and
intangible ones, to be arranged and categorised in the database with
equal access for Thais. This method also helps preserve the heritage,
prevent the exploitation and abusive use, and in turn enrich the cultural
capital which will benefit Thai entrepreneurs in the creative industry.
The Ministry of Culture is aware of its duty to enrich cultural capital,
and so far it has resulted in the successful development of tourism and
service sector in Thailand. Also, our effort has yielded positive results
as the creative economy shares 13% of Thailand’s GDP, with more than
350 000 small and medium-sized enterprise (SME) entrepreneurs in
the field of creative industries. Thailand also placed positively in lists
of international surveys, such as number 6 on the list of countries
most favoured for new year celebration, number 26 on the list of best
countries, number 1 for Asia’s tourist destinations, number 5 on the list
of countries with optimistic views toward the future, number 1 on the list
of global tourist destinations, number 1 on the list of countries to start a
business, and number 7 on the list of countries with most outstanding
culture. It is obvious that arts and culture, when properly invested, serve
not only for the economy, but also act as a tool to preserve and enrich
our culture, and thus pave the way to the sustainability of culture.

Lastly, I truly hope that innovations and technologies will be used with
an attempt to emphasise our cultural traits, and with awareness that
the heart and soul of technology is in fact culture. In the world where
we move with fast pace and constant changes, diversity of culture and
identities is a blessing to humankind, and thus needs the development
which guarantees that this notion shall be put into practice.

Thank you very much!
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