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H.E. Mr BouaNgeun XAPHOUVONG

ZBARREHENEIF B XLk REIE &
Deputy Minister of Information, Culture and Tourism,
Lao People’s Democratic Republic

Excellency Mr. Chairman, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of the Ministry of Information, Culture and Tourism of the
Lao People’s Democratic Republic (PDR), it is my great pleasure and
honour to participate in this important Forum, under the theme "Cultural
Sustainability in a Dynamic World: Connecting Diversity". | would like
to express my sincere thanks to the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region Government, in particular, the organising committee for the
warm welcome and hospitality extended to myself and my delegation
since our arrival.

Distinguished guests, the Lao PDR is one of the several countries
located in the central Indo-China peninsula. It shares borders with five
countries, and is home to nearly seven million people, and 50 ethnic
groups.

The country has a complex and diverse cultural heritage, reflecting
its long history, its many ethnic groups and pattern and population
movement within the region. The government is aware of the fact that
culture is the foundation for the survival of our nation. At the same
time, it is considered to be a driving force and end target for social
development.

Based on this consciousness, the government holds cultural affairs in
high esteem and regularly formulates policies and securities to preserve,
promote and develop our national culture with the purpose of bringing
the nation to prosperity, raising the standard of living for all, providing
communities with favourable conditions of safety, justice and harmony,
preserving time-honoured traditions and nurturing its national identity.

We have encouraged cultural and tourism professional and amateur
artists in promoting Lao culture to the world and within the country in
various forms by conducting and attending festivals and contests as
well as other cultural events. We have also run widespread campaigns
to foster the creation of cultural families and cultural villages as
priorities, and continue to preserve and enhance the importance of
national cultural heritage.
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As examples of this, the old town of Luang Prabang and Wat Phou in
Champasak Province have been classified as World Heritage sites by
UNESCO. Now, Lao has submitted a draft of the nomination dossiers for
the Plain of Jars in Xieng Khouang Province, which is to be named the
country's third World Heritage site to the Heritage Centre of UNESCO in
Paris. We are also preparing to propose the national park of Hin Namnor

in Khammouane Province as the first natural World Heritage site in Laos.

These sites are extremely popular with tourists, and draw more and
more visitors each year. May | take this special occasion to inform
you that the Lao PDR has officially launched “Visit Laos Year 2018”.
Numerous of activities are being prepared for tourists to explore during
this significant “Visit Laos Year 2018”. We therefore would like to
seek your kind participation and support in promoting this event.

Distinguished guests, in the field of cultural cooperation with foreign
countries, the Lao PDR has actively cooperated with ASEAN member
states, dialogue partners, external partners and other countries in
participating in and implementing various projects and activities. These
projects have also been supported and participated by the ASEAN +3
countries, namely China, Japan, and Korea. In particular, the recent
official visit by President Xl Jinping has enhanced cultural cooperation
between Laos and China, and glorified the Belt and Road Initiative
between Laos and China, while boosting cooperation in socio-economic
development in our region and throughout the world.

The gains from past cultural exchanges and cooperation are an
important milestone in promoting mutual understanding, solidarity
and friendship, and in building capacity of all government officials in
preserving cultural identity and diversity among ASEAN member states,
dialogue partners and other countries. Distinguished guests, the Asia
Cultural Co-operation Forum 2017 is significant in further enhancing
cooperative relations so that cultural organisations can focus on capacity
building in preserving, protecting, and promoting cultural heritage.

| do hope that the outcome of this and other meetings will enable
to share your knowledge and experience as well as enhancing our
existing cooperation in the cultural fields. May | wish Mr. Chairman,
distinguished guests, good health and success and once again express
my appreciation and thanks to the host country. Thank you.
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