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Director General of the Department of Education, Science
and External Affairs Ministry of Culture and Sports,
Republic of Kazakhstan

Dear Ministers, heads of delegations, ladies and gentlemen,

| am happy to greet all the delegates and participants today. Our
Minister has passed on his congratulations to the Forum organisers,
and | would also like to express my gratitude to them. This Forum is
devoted to information exchange, dialogue, and familiarisation with
spiritual values, which are important conditions for interaction and
cooperation between different cultures and nations.

On 12th April, the Head of our government published an article, "A
Glance to Future, the Modernisation of Public Consciousness", and
it was positively received not only in our country but also around
the world. The success of any economic process is underpinned by
culture, history and traditions of the nation. It's important to preserve
our own culture, our own national code. Without this, the progress is
just an empty word. The progress of public consciousness is a logical
continuation of the third wave of modernisation, and Kazakhstan
should develop not only economically, but also spiritually, and
the major tools for it are competitiveness, pragmatism, national
identity, the cult of knowledge, the openness of mind, and evolution
development of Kazakhstan.

| would also like to mention Expo 2017 in Astana, which was held
at a very high level and was successful. We had a special national
cultural complex, the Ethnic Village, that showed the rich culture
of our capital, the rich history, the art and the tradition of the
Kazakhstan people; all of them were admired by our foreign guests.
We also had an exhibition at the National Museum of Kazakhstan.
The exhibits were brought from the Hermitage Museum of Russia.
There were also such exhibits as the Terracotta Army of the Emperor,
the relics of the ancient Egypt, and the gold of the Scythians.
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There has also been an opera competition, Operalia, established
by Placido DOMINGO. That's why our capital is now part of
international history and international culture. We have planned
around 3,500 events, but | can tell you, we have more. We had
so many celebrities visiting our country. We had the legendary
theatre L'escala performing in Kazakhstan. Celebrities such as
Nicolas CAGE and Adrian BRODY visited our international cinema
festival called Eurasia.

We have to notice that our Ministry of Culture and Sports is
monitoring the implementation of the programmes, and they are
also coordinating some others. We have special sub-programmes
that have three special projects. The objectives and goals of these
sub-programmes are preserving national and cultural identity and
unleashing the artistic and creative potential of every person living
in Kazakhstan by developing historical consciousness, studying
cultural and geographic belt of Kazakhstan relics, and developing
and popularising modern Kazakhstan culture. We are trying to
promote the brand of our country around the world. We try to
develop patriotism and love for our land.

| would like to talk about the special project called "Sacred
Geography". Itis a unique project for the history of new, independent
Kazakhstan. We are trying to attract tourists to different spots in
our country, and we are trying to develop historical and cultural
museums, open-air museums. We are also working on creating
three republic level open-air museums that are called Bozok, Botai

and Saraishyk.

We are trying to combine the cultural identity of our country and
transform it into a new, creative force. | am sure this Forum will
be a great platform to discuss new initiative and projects. | would
like to wish all the guests and participants effective work, and to
achieve their goals and objectives. Thank you very much.
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