46

Cambodia

H. E. SOM Sokun

SIEE LB AL M EP KW S
Secretary of State, Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts,

DR 3 58 1Y SCAL AR 8 AR BE DL

Cambodia’s Efforts for Cultural Sustainability: An Overview
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Excellencies, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

Very Good Morning!

Please allow me to start by commending the Home Affairs Bureau of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government for having been
organising the Asia Cultural Co-operation Forum (ACCF) since 2003,
aiming to foster regional cultural co-operation and promote culture
and arts industries. | wish to also take this opportunity to express my
profound gratitude and appreciation for the organising committee and
especially the Secretary of Home Affairs, Excellency LAU Kong-wah
for extending the invitation to the Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts of
the Kingdom of Cambodia and for the wonderful organisation and the
warmest hospitality.

It is indeed my great honour and privilege to have such an exceptional
opportunity to participate in this meaningful Forum and to take part
in this wonderful ministerial panel of discussion about “Cultural
Sustainability in a Dynamic World: Connecting Diversity”.

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,

Cultural sustainability starts, | believe, with strong commitment to
preservation and safeguard of cultural heritage. Moreover, culture
should be prioritised before anything else in a world rushing to sheer
economic gain; otherwise it will inevitably lead to vulnerability of cultural
expressions and worldwide standardisation of culture as already noted
by various world leaders.

Cambodian culture today—both tangible and intangible—is broad,
diverse and very rich. The most up-to-date heritage inventory shows that
Cambodia has more than 4 000 archaeological sites—both prehistoric
and historical. Major historic monuments were made of brick and stone
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scattered throughout Cambodia, dedicated to the Gods of Hinduism
and Buddhism dated roughly from the 6th to the 13th centuries. Some
are marvellous and world-renowned, such as Angkor Wat, Bayon
and Ta Prohm. Besides the spectacular monuments, Cambodia also
boasts rich and valuable intangible cultural heritage including world-
renowned performing arts, lesser-known but immensely rich rituals,
and, still, remarkable environment-specific know-how and traditional
craftsmanship.

Some of you might know that Cambodia had been through decades of
wars during which a remarkable number of ancient temples and art
objects were destroyed, looted and illegally trafficked out of the country,
while intangible cultural heritage were ignored or ceased to be practised
due to prolonged war, and even more alarming is the present globalised
context when the country is immersed in a fast development process
that results in the emergence of rapid globalisation and urbanisation,
and job migration of young people to the cities and neighbouring
countries. Groups of indigenous peoples in remote parts of the country
are holders of rich intangible heritage but facing the dual challenges
of physical and linguistic isolation, and struggling at the same time to
defend their traditions against development. In addition, it is also in a
time when technology facilitates fast connections and exchanges, but
the challenge is to balance tradition and identity with new ideas and
modernity and the openness to a new context brought by new forms of
communication.

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,

After emerging from the prolonged war, Cambodia Government has
strived to tackle the issues by setting forth in the National Policy for
Culture to primarily preserve cultural heritage and to mindfully use
cultural potentials for socio-economic development.

Over the last years, there have been innumerable public and private
initiatives aiming to safeguard and preserve the elements of Cambodian
arts and culture that have survived. Important objectives have been
achieved by the Royal Government of Cambodia, especially in the area
of the preservation of tangible heritage, and in particular of the temples
of Angkor, heart of the Khmer culture, symbols of the national identity
and as well as drivers of tourism to one of the leading cultural tourism
destinations in Southeast Asia. Some looted art objects have also found
theirways home, thanks to strong international cooperation; programmes
have been introduced to raise awareness of cultural heritage such
as “Heritage for Kids” and “Youth for the National Culture” in which
young people are invited to take part in cultural activities, aiming to
preserve their valuable tradition as well as to encourage creativity; arts
and culture have been gradually integrated into school curricula; local
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people take pride in preserving and transmitting their local heritage;
cultural industries started to develop with recognition and respect for
local tradition and centuries-old heritage; cultural tourism remarkably
increases thanks to peace and security in Cambodia; Cambodian
performing arts and art objects have been shared with people around
the world through cultural exchanges and other means of information
technology; stronger public-private partnership have been forged to
boost art and cultural sectors.

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,

This is not enough! More national and international efforts and
cooperation are needed. This Forum, | believe, will allow us to share
and learn from each other on how to ensure cultural sustainability
starting by exploring possible ways to connect “Cultural Diversity” in
this dynamic world for mutual benefits.

“Cultural Diversity,” as stipulated in the UNESCO 2001 Universal
Declaration, “forms a common heritage of humanity and should be
cherished and preserved for the benefit of all.” The Royal Government
of Cambodia perceives and embraces the notion that cultural diversity is
the assets and beauty of the Nation as a whole, and wishes to promote
cultural diversity beyond its boundary through cultural exchanges or
through modern means of information technology. | strongly believe
that by promoting cultural diversity, we will be able to firstly create
opportunities for better understandings, acknowledgement and
appreciation of cultures around the world, which ultimately lead to
peace, mutual friendships and prosperity. With suffering experience
we endured, Cambodia highly value peace! Without peace there will
be no prosperity and cultural sustainability. Secondly, it will also raise
identity pride at the national level, which is also an encouragement for
local people to participate in safeguarding mechanism for their cultural
heritage.

| am also positive that from this Forum we will be able to put together a
vision for the sustainability of cultures and develop a network of cultural
exchanges aiming to enhance mutual understanding and cultivating
people-to-people bonds among the communities in the region and
beyond.

Last but not least, | would like to wish your Excellencies, ladies and
gentlemen and all participants good health, happiness and a fruitful

discussion.

Thank you!
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