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Vice Minister, Ministry of Information,
Culture and Tourism

Excellency LUO Shugang, Minister of Culture of the
People’s Republic of China, Excellency LAU Kong-
wah, Secretary for Home Affairs, the Government of
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, Excellences

Ministers, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen,

Good morning!

It is my great honor and pleasure to kindly have been
invited to attend the Asia Cultural Co-operation Forum,

being held in Hong Kong, a really beautiful city of China.

On behalf of the Lao delegation, I would like to take
this opportunity to express my sincere thanks and
appreciation to the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region Government for the excellent arrangement made
for this important event and for the warm hospitality

extended to all of us here today.
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The Lao People’s Democratic Republic (PDR) delegation
should like to express sincere congratulations to Hong
Kong for hosting this important forum. It is a great
opportunity for us to exchange experience and lesson

learnt on cultural development and promotion.

As we are all aware, culture plays an important role in
the process of national social economic development in
every nation. The development of community cannot be
a success if we neglect one’s own cultural value. Culture
is a fundamental factor to establish and maintain a long-
lasting friendship, relationship and mutual understanding
among nations as well as communities. Culture can
be more meaningful in the daily life of the people and
it cannot be separated from human being. As far as
culture is concerned, it has created job opportunities for
people as well as for local communities, fostering the
mutual connection, and the participation in protecting
the environment. In addition, the cultural tourism can
be a strategic means for income generation and poverty
reduction, while cultural industry requires suitable

investment and has low entry barriers.

In fact, we are all familiar with the intrinsic value of
culture as the repository of symbols and identity. But many
are also becoming aware of the powerful contribution
culture can make to the key priority areas of development,
such as economic, social and environment. At the same
time, we also find that one of the challenges of culturally
sensitive development agenda is the ability to measure its

impact. The attempt to qualify the specific contribution

of a culturally development policy as opposed to the one
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that does not take culture into consideration is unavoidably

complex.

Excellencies, delegates, Laos has two world heritage
sites. Luang Prabang town, an ancient royal city, was
established in the 14th century. Vat Phu Temple, which
is a stone palace, in the central parts of the country, in
Champasack province, is a Pre-Angkor-period complex
established between the 7" to 12 centuries. Laos also has
a mysterious Plain of Jars in the north, in Xieng Khoang
Province, and other ancient cultural tourism sites such
as Wat Ho Pra Keo, Wat Sisaket, Wat Si Muang, Wat
Ong teu, and That Luang Temple in the capital city of
Laos, Vientiane; other sites like Sikhottabong Stupa in
center Laos, and other interesting tourist sites. The Lao
government always recognises the importance of culture
whichisaforce forsocial integration and national existence
and identity. We have been adopting a comprehensive
policy to promote and preserve our national culture as well
as our national values, over the past years as I said above.
‘We have launched a nation-wide campaign, to build and
to establish cultural family and village. The aim of our
cultural family and villages nationwide where the people
can share many things within the local communities in
their daily life is to promote understanding, unity, and
cooperation among the people of different backgrounds
to join hands in the community development while
promoting and preserving our culture values. Also, we
have involved all people of different social backgrounds
etc. to join all cultural platforms, forums, activities
at national, international, grassroots level. Most

importantly, learning from our own experience, we have
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established and developed city culture centers, in all
various communities, where the young generation can
learn, can inherit the values in terms of culture and
lifestyles. The growth is very successful; young kids or
children who are core members of the center know how
to present our cultural identity. That’s why we see it’s
very beneficial. Now we try to develop the center to our

country.

On the other hand, our government has also attached a
great importance to ensuring the continuation of cultural
heritage, to protect the serenity and beauty of these
unique places. However, from our past experiences, we
need to make some more regulatory initiatives, to better
manage the cultural attraction or sites and to address
some concerns in the areas of culture and tourism. So the
question is:

B How can the essential parts of culture, both in terms
of spiritual and built heritage together with its
traditional arts and cultural practices, be preserved
for future generations?

B How can cultural heritage be promoted in an
accessible manner?

B How can we manage the number of visitors to cultural
and civilised historical sites to ensure better, efficient
management and protection of the heritage sites?

B And the last, how can we keep and maintain our
traditional, social and economic pattern which is

clear to the heritage resources of the country?

Excellencies, distinguished delegates, we highly
appreciate Hong Kong’s initiative of Asia Cultural

B ERUASFERRES  LHEHTM
12 MRS AR 5| B % ik BAD -

HRE SRNEREHUREE  MA
ARAMREDRMNEREMLZ M
AfF WAELKRLERMEE  LHRE
AEER ~ EUBRMEMRREE W
R GREENEFNR  WREHES
oo ZEEAL

Co-operation Forum because we know that each of
our countries have rich, unique and colourful culture
attractions and share so many cultural similarities which I
believe we can jointly promote and integrate our cultural

heritage for our mutual benefit.

Lao PDR is eager to share some experience with all
the participants present here in this event on how our
respective culture value can be preserved and promoted as
a vehicle to boost mutual understanding and cooperation
for sustainable development and growth in all other areas

and promote and attract more visitors to our region.

I am confident that our meeting today will be productive
and fruitful, and will significantly contribute to
information sharing on cultural cooperation among
countries in Asia region. May I express my sincere thanks
to all of you and wish the Chairmen, the presidents of
the Forum, Excellences and Ministers and distinguished
delegates happiness, good health and success. I wish the

Forum every success. Thank you.




