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The honorable Mr LAU Kong-wah, the Secretary
for Home Affairs of the Government of Hong Kong

Special Administrative Region, and the honorable
Mr LUO Shugang, Minister of Culture of China,
and His Excellency Mr Sokun SOM, Secretary of
State from Cambodia, and the honorable Mr Prashant
AGRAWAL, the Consul General of India to Hong
Kong & Macau, and the honorable Mr Savankhone
RAZMOUNTRY, Vice Minister of Information,
Culture and Tourism of Laos, and the honorable Dr
Nanda HMUN, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of
Culture of Myanmar, and the honorable Ms SIM Ann,
the Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Culture,
Community and Youth of Singapore, and the honorable
Mr Vira ROJPOJCHANARAT, Minister of Culture
of Thailand, and distinguished delegates, ladies and
gentlemen, good morning.

It’s my great pleasure to attend the 9th Asia Cultural
Co-operation Forum. I would like to take this
opportunity to express my sincere appreciation to the
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Home Affairs Bureau of the Government of Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region. I wish that we
would be able to strengthen our cooperation between
Asian countries through today’s Forum. I also hope
that we’ll exchange ideas and wisdom for sustainable
cultural development to form a virtuous cycle for a
better future.

Distinguished delegates, the 21st Century is where
creative idea becomes monetary value, and the culture
is a key component of nations’ strength. Culture can
bring happiness to people. It’s also a social capital to
promote the integration of society and raise community
awareness, a new growth engine to spearhead the
creative economy.

In full awareness of the power and value of culture, the
Korean government has set the “culture enrichment”
as one of the keywords of its national administration.
In line of this direction, various cultural policies have
been implemented to ensure the accessibility to culture
for all citizens.

First, the Korean government designated the last
Wednesday of every month as a “Day of Culture”,
offering discount in entrance fees and longer operation
hours of cultural facilities, along with more than 1,000
community participation programs.

Artistic instructors are dispatched to more than 8,000
schools nationwide for classes including traditional
music and theatre. 48 cultural centers and 202 cultural
programs for senior citizens are actively operating on
local community level. Government support extends to
small club and groups in workplaces.
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Also, to facilitate the cultural welfare of low-income
group, culture voucher system ensures benefits
extending not only to culture and artistic activities, but
also to enjoy tourism and sports.

Cities and towns without museums set up “small
museums” utilising the space of the respective
community service centers, and the urban regeneration
projects promoting the collaboration between local
citizens and artists to innovate their living space
through public arts project are well received by local
community.

In line with these efforts, the Asia Culture Center
(ACC) was established and had its grand opening
on November 25th this year. The ACC is a place for
cultural exchange and co-operation between Asian
countries sharing the spirit of culture enrichment with
pan-Asian countries.

The vision of the ACC is to rediscover and share the
diversity and creativity of Asian culture together, and
co-prosper through the means of culture, thus realising
the cultural enrichment of Asia.

The ACC, planned to establish since 2004, has a site
area of about 130,000 square meters and the gross
area of about 160,000 square meters, making it one of
the largest cultural facilities in Asia. The ACC strives
to seek and show the universal value of democracy,
human rights and peace, and reflects the diversity of
Asian cultures. The ACC offers a place of creation
and exchange for Asian artists with free souls. There
are 10 teams of over 50 artists currently working on
their creative projects at the ACC. One example is a
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residency program which is a creativity exchange
between Rijksakademie van beeldende kunsten of
the Netherlands. During this 6-month program,
participants from Europe and Asia spent 3 months
each in Korea and the Netherlands to experience their
culture and create new works. The program is funded
by the ACC while they are in Korea and vice versa.

Furthermore, the ACC will act as a bridge between
Asia and the rest of the world with active cooperation
between cultural institutions around the world.

Indira Gandhi National Center for the Arts of India
and the Vietnam National Museum of History, each
has an active Memorandum of Understanding with the
ACC, while cooperative programs are being planned
and implemented with all these institutions and
organisations including Getty Research Institute of the
USA and National Gallery Singapore.

Ladies and gentlemen, the Korean government would
like to take this opportunity to propel the cultural
exchange and cooperation programs with Asian
countries through the ACC.

Specifically, to promote mutual understanding of each
other traditional culture as well as current achievements
in contemporary art, I wish that representative works
from each Asian country will be performed and
exhibited at the ACC.

Also, I wish to collaborate on digital archiving and
restoration project protocol and document of heritage
with the Asian country supporters with preservation

and utilisation of marvelous heritage of Asia. We
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will continue to strengthen human resource exchange
between countries to foster expertise in cultural
heritage and cultural industry.

Moreover, I wish to implement cooperative residency
programs with the Asian countries in various fields to
broaden our bilateral and multilateral cooperation.

Lastly, it gives me great pleasure to announce that the
Korean government is hosting the 7th ASEM Culture
Ministers Meeting at the ACC next year in June. I
wish that the valuable discussions of our cultural
cooperation forum will be introduced to the public at
this meaningful opportunity next year.

Distinguished delegates, I believe that today’s Forum
will provide an opportunity to strengthen good
cooperative relations among governments and cultural
institutions of Asia. It’s my sincere hope that we’ll have
a special time today sharing idea and wisdom of each
country to open new era for Asia.

Now, I have a short video clip, which will give you a
glimpse of what the ACC looks like.

Please come to see the ACC for yourself and I look
forward to working closely with Asian countries
through the ACC. Thank you very much.




