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Vice Minister of Culture

Honorable Secretary for Home Affairs, Excellencies,

distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen,

Attheoutset, I wish to thank the Home A ffairs Bureau ofthe
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government
for inviting me to attend the Asia Cultural Co-operation
Forum 2013 and for organizing this important forum,
which provides a big step forward for the exchanges

of experiences among cultural heritage practitioners. |
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1. Awang Haji Hashim bin Haji Abdul
Hamid (33K)

2. Ven SoN (ZRiHZE)

wish that the forum will bring about opportunity for our
cooperation among like-minded countries.

Literature and cultural vibrancy is significant to our future.
Literature enhances our lives and helps us to understand
the world around us. Writers offer us lenses through
which we can see and identify with different cultures.
Literature is also the source of sympathy, compassion
and connection among different cultural groups. Hence
the Ministry of Culture of Thailand established the first
Sunthorn Phu Award to honor the life time achievement
of our outstanding poets in each of the ASEAN member
countries. Sunthorn Phu is a great Thai poet, who has
been recognized by UNESCO as one of the world’s
greatest personalities, as a tribute to Sunthorn Phu and
a means to foster our social unity towards the ASEAN
community. His literary works, mostly reflecting attitude,
knowledge and skill in international approach, had been
widely received in literary circles and content industry in
Thailand, ASEAN countries and some dialogue partners.
The ten Sunthorn Phu poets are selected by the ASEAN
ministers and presented with her Royal Highness Princess
Maha Chakri Sirindhorn Plaques of Honor, as her royal
highness is herself a poet and a literary person as well
as a patron of art and culture in Thailand. The award
ceremony was organized in Bangkok on June 26, 2013
and a number of cultural exchanges and ASEAN poetry
promotion activities were organized in collaboration with

3. Agus R. Sarjono (E[fE)

4. Dara Kanlaya (Z#8)

5. Zurinah Hassan (2R 7 2R)

6. U Saw Lwin (Maung Thway Thit)
(4 4)

7. Merlie M. Alunan (FEfEE)

8. Edwin Nadason Thumboo (¥7/13%)

9. Naowarat Pongpaiboon (Z3[E)

10. Tran Dang Khoa (#75)
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some universities, cultural communities and the media
during the weeks following the award ceremony.

The ten (10) Sunthorn Phu Poets Laureate are as follows:
1. Awang Haji Hashim bin Haji Abdul Hamid
(Brunei Darussalam)

Ven SoN (Cambodia)

Agus R. Sarjono (Indonesia)

Dara Kanlaya (Laos)

Zurinah Hassan (Malaysia)

U Saw Lwin (Maung Thway Thit) (Myanmar)
Merlie M. Alunan (Philippines)

Edwin Nadason Thumboo (Singapore)

A S AT R o

Naowarat Pongpaiboon (Thailand)
10. Tran Dang Khoa (Vietnam)

The Sunthorn Phu award is one of the examples of how we
can expand the engagement of wider public in literature
making literature a contribution to people-to-people
contacts. In this way literature can promote cultural
diversities and sustainable cultural vibrancy, regionally
and internationally.

Thank you.
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