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Your Excellency Mr. Chairman, Honourable Asian

Ministers of Culture,

I would like to join my colleagues around the table
in extending my appreciation to our gracious host,
the Hong Kong SAR Government, for the excellent
arrangements made for the meeting as well as the

warm hospitality extended to me and my delegation.

Excellencies,

Malaysia would like to thank Hong Kong SAR
Government for inviting us to ACCF 2013, and
their commitments towards promoting cultural
co-operation between Asian countries, and also to
congratulate for their efforts and achievements in
organising ACCF since 2003. I also would like to
take this opportunity to share some thoughts on our

meeting today.

Asian cultures have a long and rich history and

are known for our diversity and inclusiveness.
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Over thousands of years, people in the region have
interacted and collaborated to further build deeper
friendship and understanding among our people.

The splendid and unique cultures of Asia also
encompass literature that is indeed precious
intellectual heritage shared and appreciated by us,
and will always be a source of our identity, pride and
dignity for generations to come. In line with this,
Malaysia welcomes Hong Kong SAR’s initiative in
promoting literary arts as a step towards ensuring
culture becoming an integral part in the lives of the
Asian population.

Literature and culture have a very strong relationship.
The writers through their literary works play an
important role in the representations of the life and
culture of asociety. Asian writers have aresponsibility
to ensure that their nation and regional’s culture is
reflective of what it has been and what it ought to be.

Further to that, literature also has relevance in the
dissemination of quality information related to
political, economic and social characteristics of
the country to be shared with the people inside and
outside this region. Thus, it becomes the task of the
Asian writers to utilize the medium of literature to
reflect on a vibrant culture of their country and the
region to the whole world.

Excellencies,

Literature is also important to inculcate moral
values of a society through the teaching of morality.
Awareness of values could be cultivated in the society
through reading a good literary text. The younger
generations would be able to reflect what they have
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learnt based on their readings of a particular
literary text.

I believe globalisation has brought along changes
that has impacted the literary sector. Globalisation
has started to allow the emergence of cultures and
cultural products from other nationalities. In this
regard, literary works as a nation’s cultural product
has the potential to be developed and promoted

worldwide.

Writers, be they young or established are able to
transfer their works to the global stage, especially
the magnum opus works through the advancements
in ICT.

However, globalisation also has adverse effects on
the growth of literature in several ways. Globalisation
could flood the local bookmarket with works from
other countries, and crowd the sphere of literature,
and change the reading trend of society. Currently,
literary works of authors from all around the world
are available in every subject in the form of e-books
using smart gadgets such as computers, smartphones
and tablets. Local literary works have to compete
with literary works from all over the world. Local
authors have to produce excellent works to compete
with high quality literary works on the global stage.
In this regard, collaboration amongst Asian authors
would strengthen networking and facilitate exchange
of ideas that can contribute towards raising the

standards and quality of literary works.
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Extant oral tradition and written literature will vanish
with the loss of elders who were willing to preserve
and pass along histories and cultural memories.
Libraries and other repositories in Malaysia are
experiencing the lack of expertise in the preservation

of this invaluable intellectual heritage.

Attitude towards the learning situation has a direct
impact towards reading and the choice of reading
materials in Malaysia. Due to the heavy burden,
reading is limited to materials chosen for school
syllabus only. Literary works are less appreciated
because the society is more exposed to global

literature due to advancement in ICT.

For its part, Malaysia is fully committed towards
advancing literature through the various measures in
promoting literature at National level which include,
providing access of literary works through library
collection and services, writers’ fund, digitalisation
of literary works, and promoting literature through
reading campaigns, research grants, documentations
projects on Literature, providing access to Malaysian

publications overseas and etc.

Excellencies,

In our efforts to enhance cultural cooperation, we
should accord due emphasis to the potential of
literature as a component in promoting Asian culture
worldwide. Libraries, institutions of language and

literature, government departments, institutions
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of tertiary learning and civil-society organizations
can intensify their collaboration by determining
and addressing issues on literature and promoting

literature through sharing of best practices.

We will jointly participate in cooperation programs
that are designed to strengthen competence of experts
in preservation of the extant oral tradition and written
literature, and cultivation of interest in literature,
especially among school children; and research
and development towards overall development of
literature and culture in the Asian region. A culture
that is vibrant will have an international value and

will be known worldwide.

I believe, through the leadership of Hong Kong SAR
and active participation of Asian countries, together
we will continue to spearhead the implementation of
projects and activities at national and regional level
and help realize the hopes and aspirations of the

ACCF.

Thank you.
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