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My name is Takehiko Sato. I am from the National Diet
Library of Japan, or NDL for short. First of all, I"d like to
express my appreciation for giving me a chance to report
our efforts at this workshop. Today, I’d like to talk about
the following topics. First, I will give you an overview
of the NDL. Second, I will talk about how we collect
materials, mainly about our recent activities. Third, I
will talk about the NDL Great East Japan Earthquake
Archive Project, which is particularly notable within our
activities. Fourth, I will talk about the preservation of
materials. Finally, I will talk about our library activities
for utilization, especially our digital information services.
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1. Overview of the NDL

I will introduce the overview of the National Diet Library.
The National Diet Library was established in 1948. The
NDL is the only national library in Japan. It is a research
institute belonging to the National Diet. “Diet” means
parliament. The National Diet Library is not the special
library only about health. There are about 890 staff and
3 facilities. Stack capacity is about 18,400,000 volumes.
The stack capacity seems to be smaller than the collection,
so some people might wonder the collections overflow
from the stacks, but there are many small materials in the
collection, such as microfilms, so our collections are still
all housed in the stack. However, our stacks will be full in
a few years; therefore it is necessary to expand them. In
July 2012, the NDL formulated the Mission and Objectives
2012-2016. It highlights the mission to be accomplished
by the NDL and 6 objectives to be achieved in about 5
years under the mission. Slide 5 shows the mission and
the second objective: acquisition and preservation.

2. How we collect materials

Next, I will talk about the NDL’s acquisition of cultural
assets. Slide 6 shows the history of the NDL’s acquisition.
In 1948, year of our establishment, we started acquisition
of publications published in Japan based on legislation.
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Since then, we have considered acquisition of paper
materials as the acquisition of cultural assets for a long
time. But in recent years, publications published only in
digital form have appeared. Now in Japan, it is not enough
to acquire cultural assets that exclude publications in
digital form. Therefore, we are tackling the expansion
of the acquisition target of publications. From 2000,
we started acquisition of offline electronic publications
including CD-ROMs based on legislation. From 2002,
we started an experimental project of collecting websites
selectively with permission. From 2010, we started
archiving public institutions’ websites in Japan, based on
legislation. From July 2013, we started archiving online
publications published by the private sector based on
legislation.

Slide 8 shows the results of acquisition of websites. We
call the project of websites acquisition, Web ARchiving
Project, WARP. The total number of websites we have
acquired by now is 7,500 titles. Title means website
provider, and the total number of websites’ items is about
60,000. The data is about 250 terabytes. We need to get
permission from each website owner to provide acquired
websites on the internet. The items offered on the internet
with permission come to 44,000.
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Next,
publications.

I will talk about e-legal deposit of online

Online publications are books and
periodicals published on the internet, so-called e-books
and e-journals. From July this year, for the purpose of
deposits and utilization of cultural assets, the NDL has a
statutory duty to acquire online publications published by
the private sector. To implement e-legal deposit, we have
received a lot of objections; especially the publishers
wonder that e-legal deposit will bring undue influence
on the publishing market. So we have limited the target
of collection for the time being on publications which
are free of charge, and without DRM (digital rights

management).

Slide 10 shows the relation of paper materials, internet
resources, online publications, etc. The left side of this
picture in pink shows physical materials, such as traditional
printed materials and offline digital publications. The right
side of this picture shows digital materials. The upper step
is an area of public institutions’ publications. Concerning
these publications, the NDL acquires websites based on
legislation. Online publications in the website are also
objects of acquisition. The lower step is an area of private
publications. In this area, the NDL acquires only online
publications which are free of charge and free of DRM.
The NDL is trying to achieve acquisition of charged or
with-DRM online publications.

3. The NDL Great East Japan Earthquake
Archive Project

Next, I will talk about the NDL Great East Japan
Earthquake Archive,
details, I’d like to give you some information about the
Great East Japan Earthquake. On March 11, 2011, an
earthquake of magnitude 9 occurred off the Pacific coast

Hinagiku. Before going into

of the northeastern part of the Japanese mainland, which
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is called the Tohoku region. It was the largest earthquake

ever recorded in Japan. It caused extensive damage
over a wide area. It continues to have a significant
impact on Japanese society, culture and economy. Since
immediately after the earthquake, the importance of
passing on this historical experience to future generations
has been pointed out in Japan and overseas. The NDL
has been working on the development of “the Great
East Japan Earthquake Archive Project”, to collect and
preserve information related to the earthquake from many
organizations, for Japan as a whole, and also to provide
them to people all over the world. This project aims to
contribute to building a nation, which has learned from
the lessons of the Great East Japan Earthquake, to enhance
awareness of the importance of preserving records, and to
promote preservation activities. We have given the Great
East Japan Earthquake Archive Project the nickname
Hinagiku, which means “daisy” in English. We put the
meaning of floral language of Hinagiku: future, hope and
compassion in our project to support earthquake recovery.
I will call our project Hinagiku in this presentation.

So, Hinagiku concept comprises three main objectives,
which are, (1) to fulfill the responsibility of national
institutions to collect, preserve and distribute records
related to the Great East Japan Earthquake; (2) to
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coordinate with public and private organizations in
collecting and preserving records in relation to the Great
East Japan Earthquake; (3) to distribute these records
domestically and internationally, and pass them on to
future generations.

Slide 15 shows the utilization of Hinagiku. The left side
of this picture shows various organizations and groups
create and hold various types of records. The centre part
is the Hinagiku of the NDL. Hinagiku acquires and holds
records but not all of them. Hinagiku, as a portal site,
identifies the locations of records and gives integrated
access. The right side of this picture shows possible
examples of utilization. Hinagiku is cooperating with
17 organizations and the total number of searchable
data is approximately 2.4 million items. The number of
organizations offering contents to the NDL is 22 as of
October 2013. The data include bibliographic records of
materials held by the NDL as well as other records donated
to the NDL, but the majority are records of other archives
cooperating with Hinagiku. Among these records, notable
contents collected by the NDL are websites provided by
the national government and the Tohoku region’s local
governments. These websites reach 9,500 items.

4. Preservation of materials

Next, I will talk about the NDL’s preservation of cultural
assets. First, I will introduce the NDL’s activities as the
IFLA/PAC Regional Centre for Asia. The IFLA/PAC is,
at present, one of six strategic programmes developed
by the IFLA, and administered by a local centre,
located at the Bibliotheque Nationale de France, and 14
regional centres including Japan. Its aim is to encourage
preservation efforts in libraries all over the world and
promote preservation activities. The role of the NDL as
the Regional Centre for Asia is to promote preservation
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activities not only in Japan, but more particularly in
other Asian countries. In order to facilitate cooperation
among libraries at home and abroad, the NDL formulated
a preservation cooperation programme in 1990 and
revised it in 2006. The specific aims of the preservation
cooperation programme are disseminating information

and organizing training programmes.

We digitize our collections positively. The purposes of
the digitization are as follows. One is preservation of
materials. Materials can be preserved in good condition
by using the digital data instead of the originals. Another
purpose is to provide digital library services. Digital
library services enable users to read the collections via
the internet from anywhere taking advantage of the digital
form, whenever, wherever and whoever.

Slide 20 shows the status of the digitization of the
NDL. 900,000 books published from the Meiji era,
that started in the 1860s, to 1968 have been digitized.
Around 90,000 publications published before the Meiji
era, which are called “old materials” in Japan, have been
digitized. Concerning periodicals, those with noticeable
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deterioration have been selected for the digitization.
About 1.05 million periodicals published up to 2000 have
been digitized. Regarding doctoral dissertations, accepted
between 1991 and 2000, about 140,000 volumes have
been digitized.

Up to this point, I have been talking about digitization
as a preservation measure of source materials. However
preservation measures are also required for the digital
information itself. From about 10 years ago, the NDL
has made a research and study on the preservation of
digital information, focusing on the offline electronic
publications. Unfortunately, at present, digital information
preservation planning has not been set up in the NDL.
Therefore, we decided to get down to real work on the
development of digital information preservation planning,
but it is a difficult problem that how we preserve the
enormous number of digital materials. The development
of the system based on the OAIS Reference Model is
one measure. About websites, we are going to examine
together at the IIPC, International Internet Preservation
Consortium. We will take the disaster recovery into
account when we develop a preservation system, as well
as preservation measures.
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5. Utilization of cultural assets

Finally, as the utilization of cultural assets, I will talk
about providing services of digital information in the
NDL. I have already mentioned the status of digitization
according to the publishing periods. Slide 23 shows the
status of provision of digitized materials. We have given
access to 340,000 items out of 900,000 items through the
internet. The rest of those items are accessible only on
the premises. We also provide small portion of digitized
materials of old and rare materials, periodicals, doctoral
theses through the internet. 2.28 million items have been
digitized in total and we give access to 470,000 items
through the internet. The NDL provides access to the
digitized materials in various ways. You can access to
the NDL’s digitized materials through “NDL Digitized
Collections”. This includes materials accessible on the
premises. We also provide access to books and periodicals
accessible through the Internet as “the Digital Library
from the Meiji Era”.

The NDL Gallery features digital exhibitions of the
NDL’s
explanations. Most of the galleries have commentaries

unique collections with easy-to-understand
in English. So please take a look. Slide 25 shows the
Rare Books of the National Diet Library. 77 materials of
historical and cultural value have been selected. Among
these, “Analects”, which was published in Japan in the
16th century and the novel “The Tale of Genji” that Japan
is proud of are also included. The Picture Book Gallery
gives an introduction to picture books, their development
from the beginning up to the 20th century, with images
and sounds of domestic and foreign rare picture books. So
far we couldn’t provide access to the digitized materials
without copyrights clearance, but in 2012, the copyright
allowing the NDL to
provide access to the digitized materials under copyright

law of Japan was amended,

protection to public libraries in Japan.
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There are three points for data transmission service of
digitized materials to libraries. First, the target institutions
are limited to libraries. Second, the digitized materials for
transmission are limited to out-of-print materials, which
are not circulated in the market. This is a condition for not
having undue influence on the publishing market. Third,
utilization is limited to browsing and replication in the
library’s premises. This service will be starting in January
next year. We are now making preparations. The NDL
has digitized an enormous number of materials. From
now on, we need to come up with more efficient ways of
utilizing these digitized materials. We are considering two
directions of utilization. One is to convert digitized data
to text data, basically the NDL digitized data are images.
We will convert these data to text data or audio data to
provide services to people with visual disabilities. We are
now doing the experiments. Another is to establish rules
for utilization of NDL’s digitized materials by people in
private sectors. It is possible that people in the private
sector with technical skills and ideas may create services
which are highly convenient. So we are working to
establish rules for readily using the materials of which
the copyrights protection period has expired.

That is my presentation on the National Diet Library’s
Efforts for the Preservation and Promotion of Culture.
Achieving more close collaborative relationship between
your libraries and the NDL, and through the library
services, I hope that we can introduce more and more
Asia’s splendid cultural assets to the world.

Thank you for your attention and patience.
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