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Good morning, everyone. Respective Excellency,
Tsang Tak-sing, Secretary for Home Affairs of
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
Government; Excellency, ladies, gentlemen, Asian
ministers responsible for culture and art, and
participants in the 8th Asia Cultural Co-operation
Forum.

First and foremost, on behalf of the Ministry of
Culture and Fine Arts of the Kingdom of Cambodia, I
would like to take this special opportunity to express
my heartfelt thanks to the Secretary for Home
Affairs and the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region Government for inviting the Cambodian
delegates to participate in this important forum. I
would also like to take this auspicious opportunity to
express my sincere gratitude and appreciation to the
organising committee for the excellent arrangements
and providing us with warm hospitality.

The Kingdom of Cambodia is rich in both tangible
and intangible cultural heritage. In respect of the
tangible cultural heritage, Cambodia has many
prehistoric and historic sites, great nature, sand
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stones, such as temples, irrigation systems, and
other cultural features gathered on the surface of
the Kingdom. So far, there have been two Angkor
regions and Preah Vihear temple of Cambodia at
our historical sites, which were described by the
UNESCO as world heritage sites. On the other hand,
Cambodia has many different forms of intangible
cultural heritage, such as handcraft, traditional music
and dance, customs, traditional lifeway and literary
practices. Because of its uniqueness, UNESCO has
also registered two forms, the Apsara dance and
the light shadow puppet of Cambodia performing
art into the representative list of intangible cultural
heritage.

Historically, the Cambodia ancestors have written
many inscriptions on stones and palm leaves. The
inscriptions describe significant contexts native
to Cambodia’s history, tradition, customs, ritual
practice, arts and many forms of lifeway. The first
native Cambodia inscription on stone described the
event in the 18th century. The ancient Cambodia script
continues in existence and it is utilized to present days
of Cambodian literature. In the era of globalization,
Cambodian literature has played a wider role in
preservation of cultural heritage, promotion of
cultural understanding and in bridging the gap
between different cultures and ethnic minorities.
Just not long ago, the Kingdom of Cambodia has
therefore undertaken the following strategies to
strengthen the role of literature: (1) to encourage and
spur the youth to write more about culture, tradition
and society; (2) to organise and encourage regular
literature and writing competitions; (3) to pay more
attention to the role of library in literature; and (4)
to undertake preservation work on all records and
books. At the 8th Asia Cultural Co-operation Forum
in Hong Kong this year, the Kingdom of Cambodia
would like to suggest that the following parts for
future cooperation in the region.
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First, Cambodia suggests to share some significant
literature among the Asian member states in the
region. Second, Cambodia suggests to regularly
organize  workshops on preservation and
conservation of all records and books. Third,
Cambodia suggests to attain preservation of all
records and books in each Asian member state. The
Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts strongly supports
the theme of the Asia Cultural Co-operation Forum
on Literature and Cultural Vibrancy, that followed
by a workshop for library experts.

On behalf of the royal government of the
Kingdom of Cambodia, once again, I would like
to congratulate the Secretary for Home Affairs,
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
Government and the organising committee for the
wonderful arrangements of the 8th Asia Cultural
Co-operation Forum in Hong Kong. And also, I
am strongly convinced at the end of the forum, all
honorable ministers responsible for culture and
arts will initiate more collaborative projects in the
field of preservation and conservation of cultural
heritage for the following year. Finally, I would like
to wish sincerely the Excellency, Tsang Tak-sing,
Secretary for Home Affairs of Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region Government, Excellency,
ladies, gentlemen, Asian ministers responsible for
culture and arts, and participants in the Asia Cultural
Co-operation Forum, good health, happiness and
good stay here.

Thank you for your kind attention.
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