E:

HE 4l EYEIS=ES

JEEE

The Philippines

B E

Professor Felipe M. De LEON, Jr.

Professor Felipe M. De LEON, Jr., Chairman and Commissioner

for Arts of the National Commission for Culture and the Arts

REEIXLEMRER

Reklndllng Life in a Dying Heritage

2001558 - Bi & @ﬁﬂi@%*ﬁmﬁz

Sk FPENET WIBIEmIE ‘O usIE
%EA%K%EF”°

‘ENEET 2—RBRAVBIBIE - IBE
HEHEATRARR - ‘BENEE —REFEE
BENZMER  MEESRIEE T IER
B R SLIB E - R #h L KFEEEE -
EEFRFEEEMNRAEM - BEE L2248
Mt EEBEEIRE > BEVIEIHIRE
HIH K o
FEESK “EEER" SIEJA
-%Wméﬁﬁ NRGRPE S REERN
= @E@ME TREBR BB
BEEAES

e UHBWIE b BETERE  BAE
FREETE o

e M4ENEZE (Munhaw-e)lBEE—4 » BHKE

In May 2001, the UNESCO declared the Ifugao Hudhud,
“A Masterpiece of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of
Humanity”.

The Hudhud is a folk chant; and a particular manner
of chanting. It is sang ordinarily only by women, by
the same people that built the World Heritage site, the
Rice Terraces of the Philippine Cordilleras. The chant
has fallen into disuse due to changes in the belief and
value system, social organization and social structure of
the Ifugao.

The Ifugao Hudhud Chant

»  Some 200 episodes of Ifugao heroes, epic battles of
honor, wealth, pride and social life;

* Chanted in archaic language to at least 10 melodies,
depending on the diverse ethnic sub-groups.

* Led by a presentor (Munhaw-e) the first phrase
is chanted, followed by a chorus (Mun-abbuy) to
complete a sequence, with the cycle repeated to the
end of the episode.

* Chanted only on four occasions: rice harvest;
weeding of rice fields; wakes for the dead; and
exhumation of remains.




>

1§ (Mun-abbuy) LA Bl R 208 LA 52 B — 1@
% REFAHEEREE  UEBK—X
o

REefEfiklmn -~ HERE - BEAST
FURBRBENEZINETEEER
EESE RIS -

KEg : AT EITRE
=TEIZIA

-HBEHE

- BB & 1B
- FhE R A
=’

04 15 3K
- %Eﬁi%  AEE

BiZ .

- BAEM R I8 E
- F— R IEE

niERKREEDN

- EARREBT MR E BB S EH
M ABESTNENAK n%ﬁ} [Si3
AR EEREME S

2. ERAPETROEEEEALTSESR
B “PEISIPTE” WIBIEAER

THEITHIRT BRFE

BB & At iz

JEEE

The Philippines

Strategies: Simultaneous and Sequential Programs

INSTITUTIONALIZE SAFEGUARDING
PROGRAMS:

- in the educational system
- in the provincial government structure
- in the private sector

ENHANCE THE PRESTIGE

- of the chant
- of the practitioners, especially the presentors

TARGETS:

- The existing adult chanters base
- New generations of chanters

Intensification of ethnic pride

1. Distribution of the UNESCO Proclamation
diploma copies in the different municipalities
and educational institutions to impress the
Ifugao of this international recognition;

2. Distribution of informational materials on the
Hudhud chant in the different municipalities
and key persons in the province;

3. Increase in the visibility of the safeguarding
program in the province;

4. Emphasis that it is the people themselves who
must accomplish the safeguarding;

5. Intensification of anthropological research on
the correlative aspects of culture with respect to
the Hudhud involving the communities;

6. Revitalization programs further specified below.

B. Increase and propagate the depth of knowledge

among the incoming generations:

1. Establishment of 19 Hudhud Schools for
Living Tradition in key areas in the seven
municipalities, preserving the diversity of the
hudhud
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Publication of relevant educational materials,
manuals, children’s books and information

packettes

Production of audio visual materials

C. Institutionalize safeguarding from national to
local levels

L.

A

Declaration of the Hudhud as a National Cultural
Treasure under Republic Act 4846 as amended
by Presidential Decree 374 that automatically
enforces safeguarding;

Institutionalize the teaching of the Hudhud
in the lower levels within the Department of
Education Ifugao branch system;

Engagement of the provincial and municipal
governments in the safeguarding efforts, in the
form of issuance of provincial and municipal
ordinances;

Organization of the Ifugao Intangible Heritage
Sub-Committee (IIHSC) and Executive
Committee under the National Commission
for Culture and the Arts/ Intangible Heritage
Committee (NCCA/ICH);

Establishment of an Ifugao Provincial Council
for Cultural Heritage.

continuing program of incentives for

practitioners and teachers

L.

Annual Chanting competition since 2001 in
the seven municipalities during their annual
festivals on two levels:

a. Adults, and
b. Youth

Grand annual competition in the provincial
level for all municipal winners on two levels:

a. Adults, and
b. Youth

Annual recognition awards to a select set of
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lead presentors (munhaw-e) to encourage the
development of more presentors;

4. Annual recognition awards to volunteer hudhud

teachers of the Department of Education, in the
Hudhud Schools for Living Tradition (HSLT);

5. Support of the Department of Education-
Division of Ifugao, separate programs in the
teaching of the hudhud chant, and their annual
chanting competition; and festival;

6. Establishment of a “Perpetual Trophy” that
will revolve around annual winners, based on
a competition among municipalities where the
Hudhud will be chanted in the proper cultural
context;

a. A special award to the hudhud presentor
(munhaw-e) who will lead in the most
number of chants in a year.

b. An NCCA grant to the winning municipality
to finance a cultural project.

2009 - Progress: A year after the end of the project

The Ifugao Provincial Council for Cultural Heritage
now in operation taking over all Hudhud and other
cultural programs;

Number of Hudhud Schools for Living Tradition
increased from 19 to 39;

Provincial Hudhud Festival — 370 students

Number of Hudhud events in actual cultural context:
June 2008 to June 2009 - 326

Winner in the Presentor (Munhaw-¢) Award in the
Perpetual Competition in proper cultural context
— is nine year old, Trisha Mae Kitong, chanting
in 58 occasions, leading both adults and children
chanters.

The safeguarding program for the other UNESCO
proclaimed epic, the Darangen of the Maranao, has
been initiated;
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»  The National inventory of ICH continues;

» At the National Level, the Cultural Heritage Act
of 2009 now enacted as RA 10066, creates an
Intangible Cultural Heritage Office, upgrading the
ICH Committee, within the National Commission
for Culture and the Arts, to implement the UNESCO
Convention.

The Future

With the institutionalization of the Hudhud embedded
in the educational system, the government structure and
the private sector programs, the future augurs well for
the safeguarding of this Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Thank you




