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First of all, I would like to express my deep gratitude
to the Secretary for Home Affairs of Hong Kong
for providing the time and opportunity to share our
experience in protecting intangible heritage with fellow
Asian countries. [ would also like to thank the organizers
for their hard work in preparing for this event.

In truth, intangible heritage has not received the same
amount of political attention as tangible heritage such
as buildings or historic sites. But, intangible heritage
- such as songs, dances, rituals and custom - is often
the foundation of a country and the key to a mutual
understanding for its people.

The Republic of Korea has 50 years’ worth of experience
in protecting intangible heritage. Today, I would like
to introduce Korea’s Intangible Heritage Protection
System and also learn from other countries’ experience.

The Current State of Korean Intangible Heritage
Protection System

In 1962, the Republic of Korea enacted the Cultural
Heritage Protection Act, providing a legal foundation for
the protection of cultural heritage. Intangible heritage
is protected under the Cultural Heritage Protection
Act, while the designation of intangible heritage,
recognition of heritage masters, and implementation of
various preservation support systems are handled by the
Cultural Heritage Administration.

The cornerstone of the Korean Intangible Heritage
Protection System is protection through designation.
After the enactment of the Cultural Heritage Protection
Act in 1962, the Korean government designated 6
items of intangible heritage in 1964, and is currently
managing 126 items of designated intangible heritage
as of October 2011. Apart from the designations made
by the central government, local governments have also
designated 414 items of intangible heritage.

The defining characteristic of the Korean Intangible
Heritage Protection System is recognizing the inheritor
and master of the intangible heritage. We call it the
Living Human Heritage system.

When we designate a certain intangible heritage for
protection, we assign to it a master who exhibits the
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best talent and authority in his/her performance. These
masters then pass on their skills to others through an
apprentice system which is structured like a pyramid,
with the master at the top, the teaching assistants below
him, the graduates below them, and the trainees at the
bottom. The trainees are students under training and
graduates are those who have been certified through
evaluation after at least three years of training. The
teaching assistants are graduates with five years of
experience who are appointed through an evaluation
process. There are currently 178 masters, 298 teaching
assistants and 4,246 graduates responsible for the
preservation of 126 items of intangible heritage.

Korea has various supporting systems in place to
promote the preservation of our intangible heritage.
Firstly, the masters and teaching assistants are provided
with monthly subsidies. We also support the display and
performance of intangible heritage. Under the Cultural
Heritage Protection Act, government supported
intangible heritage items are required to be shown to
the public at least once a year and so we support display
and performance of intangible heritage in that regard.
We also support the construction of Education Centers.
The kind of government support available is subject
to the characteristic or scale of the intangible heritage.
Approximately, KRW 20 billion (HKD 130 million) is
spent annually on these supportive measures. Also, we
have started filming government designated intangible
heritage since 1968, but it only really began officially in
1995. We are distributing films and booklets (including
specialists’ photographs) to relevant scholars and the
public after documenting most of the 126 types of
intangible heritage, and in particular the documentary
films are available online at the website of the National
Cultural Properties Research Institute.

The Future of Korean Intangible Heritage Protection
System

Our Intangible Heritage Protection System built upon
the Cultural Heritage Protection Act has been in place
for 50 years since its inception in 1962. Thanks to
the Cultural Heritage Protection Act and Intangible
Heritage Protection System (including the designation
of intangible heritage and recognition of respective
heritage masters), the preservation efforts of intangible
heritage remain active despite difficult circumstances
brought about by industrialization and globalization.
However, there is criticism that a government-led
protection system might reduce the scale of intangible
heritage and weaken the foundation for preservation.

First of all, items designated by the protection system
and those that are not are treated differently. The
government mainly focuses on supporting designated
items while non-designated items are in danger of
disappearing. In order to solve this problem, the Cultural
Heritage Administration plans to amend the Act so that
non-designated intangible heritage will also be covered.

The apprentice system of Living Human Heritage has
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the merit of ensuring succession, but it also has the
demerit of having a limited number of trained students to
propagate the heritage. To tackle this problem, Cultural
Heritage Administration is exploring ways to include
the education of intangible heritage in the university
curriculum. This program aims to educate university
students on the intangible heritage and designate talented
students as graduates upon completion of their training.
Also, it will expand the base for the preservation of
intangible heritage and ensure it is done in a way that is
modern and open.

In order to protect our intangible heritage, we
are organizing various local and global activities.
Following the Convention for the Safeguarding of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2003, we have so far
successfully enlisted 11 items, including the Pansori
Epic Chant, Gangneung Dano Festival, and Falconry, to
the representative list of the intangible cultural heritage
of humanity. We have also established the Center for
Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Asia-Pacific Region,
which is a UNESCO Category 2 center, to support
the protection of intangible heritage in Asia-Pacific
countries. The Center will undertake projects such
as building an intangible heritage archive, enforcing
specialists networking, and enhancing the visibility
of intangible heritage. We expect to expand its role in
the Asia-Pacific region. The Center under construction
will also provide space for performance and display
of intangible heritage. Having a total space of 60,000
square meters and five stories, the Center is scheduled
to open in early 2013 and will be used as a cultural
complex for education and the performance and display
of intangible heritage from the Asia-Pacific region.
There are different types of intangible heritage and the
protection systems vary from country to country. I think
this forum comes at a most opportune time as many
Asian countries have awakened to the importance of
intangible heritage and the need of a sound protection
system. Also, I believe that we can use this opportunity
to share opinions about the intangible heritage of Asian
countries and exchange ideas.

I hope my speech has helped you to understand our
experience in protecting intangible heritage.

Thank you very much.




