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Japan

Mr. ISHINO Toshikazu, Director-General, Cultural Properties

Department, Agency for Cultural Affairs of Japan
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Diverse intangible cultural heritage has been passed
down in Japan, some of it passed down throughout
the country and some in specific local areas. All such
heritage was born and nourished within the history
and geo-cultural climate of Japan, and is invaluable
to understand the history and culture of Japan, and to
reconfirm our identity. Transmission of this heritage, in
a spirit of mutual respect for its various forms, is an
indispensable element in ensuring the diversity and
richness of Japanese culture in the future.

Currently in Japan, under the Law for the Protection of
Cultural Properties, items of intangible cultural heritage
that are of high value are classified as “Intangible
Cultural Property” or “Intangible Folk Culture
Property”, while traditional skills and crafts that are
essential for the preservation of cultural properties are
classified as “Conservation Techniques for Cultural
Property”. From among these, important items, or items
that should be preserved, are designated or selected, and
they receive support for their transmission and public
display or performance.

There is growing worldwide interest in the protection
of intangible cultural heritage, reflected in events such
as the adoption of the Convention for Safeguarding
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage at the General
Conference of UNESCO in 2003. Every region of the
world has precious items of intangible cultural heritage
that are born, developed, and handed down in response
to the history and geo-cultural climate of the area. To
effectively support the transmission and promotion of
such heritage, the particular characteristics, contents, and
current condition of each must be studied individually,
and appropriate measures put in place. It is our hope that
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Safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage:
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this presentation outlining Japan’s protection system
for cultural properties, based on over half a century of
experience, will be a useful reference for those involved
in the safeguarding of cultural heritage.

From Vision to Action - Japan’s system and experiences
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* Legal Framework for Intangible Cultural Property
Protection

1950  Enactment of Law for the Protection of Cultural
Property
Establishment of protection system for Intangible
Cultural Property

1954  Development of system for Intangible Cultural
Property

1975  Establishment of Protection System for Intangible
Folk Cultural Property
Establishment of protection system  for
Conversation Techniques for Cultural Property

e Classification of Japan’s Cultural Property
[ Intangible Cultural Heritage ]

Intangible Cultural Property / Intangible Folk Cultural
Property /Conservation Techniques for Cultural Property
[ Tangible Cultural Heritage ]

Tangible Cultural Property / Monuments / Groups of
Traditional Buildings / Cultural Landscapes / Buried
Cultural Property

e (lassification of Japan’s Cultural Property

Intangible Cultural Property designation > Important
Intangible Cultural Property
(Drama, Music, Craft techniques)

( Total 115 Individuals & 26 Groups)

Folk Cultural Property designation > Important Intangible
Folk Cultural Property

(Manners and Customs related to food, clothing and housing,
to o)ccupations, to religious faith, and to annual festivals,
etc.,

Folk performings arts, Folk skills
( Total 272 Elements )
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e ( Total 67 Cases )

o IEME{LEIERIBIF Example of Intangible Cultural Property

o BEARZRAK
*  Paper Making

o AHBE

e Kumi-odori

o MR ERG

e Production Technique for Pongee Fabric

o JEMBERAX{LEAERIHIF Example of Intangible Folk Cultural Property
s BEFERBEH-=ZFHRERRER

¢ Buddhism Event in Summer




BEFREIR
Replacing of Thatched Roof

EERRRER
Producing & Refining of Urushi

FUHAKE -SAT 2 EM
Fire Festival at the beginning of the Year
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Kumi-odori
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Restoration Technique for Wooden Statues

Institutions for Intangible Cultural Property Protection

National Level

- Agency for Cultural Affairs (Government
Policy planning
Designation of and support for Important Intangible
Cultural Property

Council for Cultural Affairs (Consultative body)

- National Research Institute for Cultural Properties
Research and documentation related to the protection of
Intangible Cultural Property

- Japan Arts Council (Independent Administrative
Institution)
Public performances of traditional performing arts at
National theatres
Conducting successor training and surveys

Local Government Level

Municipal regulations for protecting cultural property
Designation of and support for cultural property which is
valuable to respective regions
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*  Measures for the Protection of Intangible Cultural Prop-
erty by the Government

L.

Designation and Selection for intensive protection

e Designation of “Important Intangible Cultural
Property” and “Important Intangible Folk Cultural

Property”

e Recognition as Holders / Holding Groups of
Important Intangible Cultural Property

Individuals recognized as holders are known as
“National Living Treasures”

e Selection as “Intangible Cultural Property
Requiring Documentation” and “Intangible Folk
Cultural property Requiring Record Production
and Other Measures”

e Selection of “Selected Conservation Techniques”
and Recognition as Holders / Conservation
Organizations of those techniques

Support for protection

e Subsidy to projects by local governments, holding
groups or conservation organizations for

- skills improvement
- successor training
- public performances and public viewing

- documentation and publication of leaflets,
films or videos

- renovation of facilities and repairing of tools
e Conducting nation-wide research and surveys

e Teaching children to understand and appreciate
traditional culture. School curriculum includes
classes on traditional culture and the use of
Japanese musical instruments

* International cooperation for Intangible Cultural
Property Protection

1.

UNESCO / Japan Funds —in- Trust for the Preservation and
Promotion of the Intangible Cultural Heritage ( 1993 ~)

- to contribute more than $14,670,000

- to finance more than 100 projects all over the world,
including making “The Atlas of Endangered Languages
in the World” preserving projects of “Kutiyattam,
Sanskrit Theatre” and “Barkcloth Making in Uganda”

- tohelp countries in the Asia-Pacific region, the repository
of Intangible Cultural Heritage

- tohelp state-parties of the 2003 Convention to implement
their obligations, including preservation of ICH which
belong to minorities in respective countries
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2. International Research Centre for Intangible Cultural Heritage
in the Asia Pacific (IRCI) (Category 2 Centre of Japan)

*

*

Thank You

Opens in October 1st 2011 !!

Location - Sakai City Museum, Sakai City, Osaka
Prefecture

Role of Each Centre

JAPAN-----Research
CHINA-----Training
KOREA-----Information & Networking

Example of research activities

- Research and studies on methodologies of drawing
up an inventory and its management

- Research and studies on safeguarding and
revitalization of ICH at the risk of disappearing



