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Excellencies, Madam, and distinguished delegates!

Today, on behalf of the Government of the Kingdom
of Cambodia, I would like to take this opportunity to
thank the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of
the People’s Republic of China who has kindly invited
Cambodia to participate in the Asia Cultural Cooperation
Forum, under the title of “Intangible Cultural Heritage,

Continuation and Enhancement”.
Excellencies, Madam, and distinguished delegates!

The Kingdom of Cambodia has many different forms of
intangible cultural heritage such as art craft, traditional
songs, music and dance, custom, traditional life-ways,
and ritual practices. Because of'its uniqueness, UNESCO
has registered two forms (Classical Dance and Large
Shadow Puppet) of the Cambodia’s performing arts in
the list of the Oral and Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanities in 2003 and 2005.

At the era of globalization, there are some negative
impacts on the Cambodia’s intangible cultural heritages
that cause some forms of customs and traditions facing
many difficulties to prosper. In order to curb the negative
effects of the globalization, the Kingdom of Cambodia
has been working hard on various urgent tasks to
safeguard its invaluable intangible cultural heritage
that include the promotion of traditional customs and
arts forms, collaborative research and human resource

development.
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The Kingdom of Cambodia has been frequently engaged
with some regular exchange programs of performing
arts such as sending its music and dance troupes abroad
and hosting joint art performance on national level
or other special occasion. Currently, Cambodia has a
regular exchange of dance and music troupe program
with Vietnam, Laos, China, Japan, Korea, India, United
States, France, and other EU member states. Along with
the exchange of dance and music troupes, Cambodia
has also been implementing some smaller projects with
NGOs and art associations and local communities at the

grass-rooted level.

I would like to briefly summarize some mechanism
that Cambodia has been firmly undertaking to develop
arts and culture in the Era of Globalization and World
Economic Crisis. Under the pressure of many obstacles,
the Kingdom of Cambodia has shifted from larger to
smaller projects by utilizing local communities as focal
point for cultural development in order to achieve the

following tasks:
1. Strengthening the identity of the local communities

2. Promoting cultural production at the community

base

3. Encouraging local communities to assume the
role of being responsible for conservation and
development of arts and culture at the grass-rooted

level

4. Integrating arts and culture programs in the primary

and secondary school curriculum

These are the four strategic goals that Cambodia has been

pursuing in order to preserve and develop Cambodia’s

intangible cultural heritage under the circumstance of




4. /X2t EMAR/NERE -

HEZIRAMEFREE B RIFET T
EIEKE R LX%%%H?&E#%E?TK
HE - RERBEELERTTZAER
HPNBEEDRFEERR - ﬁéﬁfﬁ\%%ﬁ ’ %ﬁ
E2MENXLEERE  HMEEESHK
T2RFREMBYNZEXLES ER
g BHSEFEEEREFRDEXEET
HHEEER -

B RME  REARXKRRBEERE
o ROBSHPEAREMBEETERRITR
ERFEENREZETETERMERELHN
i IR IRPIREIERR A o

-

Ilﬂlﬂf

BRIVR A S TN & BBREAR
KEKEAEREETHER VRS > gLt
— B .

HH &AL !

SRIEZE

Cambodia

the Era of Globalization and World Economic Crisis.
Cambodia strongly believes that the mechanism have
always been effective regardless we still have very
limited budget. In participating the Asia Cultural
Cooperation Forum, I strongly hope that we will have
more opportunities to be involved in the stronger and
closer multilateral or bilateral cooperation and be able
to exchange experience in the field of intangible cultural

heritage.

Again, on behalf of the Royal Government of
Cambodia, I would like to take this special opportunity
to pay my humble gratitude to the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of
China and the organizing committee for providing us a
warm hospitality and for organizing a wonderful forum

here, in Hong Kong.

I'would also like to wish all your Excellencies, ministers
responsible for culture and arts and distinguished
delegates very best, good luck, and success during
the forum and have a safe trip returning to your home

countries.

Thank you very much for your kind attention!




