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Fellow Ministers, distinguished guests, ladies and
gentlemen,

Good morning!

It is a great pleasure to be here with all of you, sharing our
precious experience and learning from one another ideas
and practices of safeguarding intangible heritage in our
respective countries.

China is a country of vast territory with a wide range of
ethnicities. Over the long history of our country the diligent
and intelligent ancestors of Chinese people had created
a magnificent wealth of tangible cultural heritage, and a
rich tapestry of living heritage. The precious intangible
cultural heritage of China is a symbol of Chinese identity,
a representation of our unique spiritual values and mindset,
and a display of our vitality and creativity. Safeguarding
and passing down our precious intangible cultural heritage
has profound implications for the promotion of the ethos
of Chinese people, the preservation of Chinese culture, the
sustainability of global cultural diversity and the common
development of mankind.

The Chinese government places a huge emphasis on
safeguarding intangible cultural heritage. In recent
years, thanks to the concerted effort of different sectors
of the community, our work in safeguarding intangible
cultural heritage has registered significant progress and
positive developments. I have the following practices and

experience to share with you today:

(1) Establishing a sound protection mechanism under the
leadership of the government

In 2005, the State Council issued a document to set up
the guidelines of intangible cultural heritage protection as
“focusing on protection; savage first; reasonable utilization;
inheritance and development’. In 2011, the National




BEETHREENE

FREBENEEERIFMEXLEEREL
fEo iR EHERANHEEAZ LT K
BERIEMEXLEERELEZR T RIFHN
FEMERRES - LBENEIEZHEMNEER
B

(—) ROBERNEIEER BLR2RE
TR

2005%F » EEFREPIENEEAE - BARE T “IR:E
BE  -BRE— GEMNA HREE" B
IEMB XL BERETLIESE - 20115F » &
PEARBEZEERBEB > PEARKR
B IEME LB EEY M6 A1HIER HETT -
CHEREIEMELEEREIIEENT
REREFPEE - PR EEMRILTH
RIEMEXLBEESHERELE » 5 ZE2011
F o PREBE RFRA14.98 T ARIEY
B vBEERELE - A SREBEARIE
MBI BERETLENEERADLE %i
i BZE2010F  AREBIRAETE
LB ERETEHL2ET - @%%Bﬂtt/ﬁ‘
XALFHBEFRI TIEFMELBEES - £
B 2Tt R K2 T B IEE LB E R
RO 2E3MEE (BT BKILITE
FBIEMELBEEREFRLC - 14EE (&~
™) XL (B) BT IEMEXLBER
(F) - IEMEXLEERE L EZERRX
REREN -

20064 ~ 2008E FN20114F » B AP L B H &
AT =R RBIEDE LB E & FH
121918 ; & - ~ SRt EEL T AKIEYE
XALEERZS > R T AR ZRER - 2006
FPLR » BB AT = 1488 BEA R
FIEMEXLBEEEBERRTMEEHRA - &

People’s Congress Standing Committee deliberated and
adopted “Law of the People’s Republic of China on the
Intangible Cultural Heritage” which became effective on 1
June. Thisis amilestone signifying that China has ushered in
anew era of protecting intangible cultural heritage by legal
means. The central treasury has set up the “Safeguarding
National Intangible Cultural Heritage Special Fund”, and
by 2011, it has appropriated some RMB 1.499 billion for
protecting intangible cultural heritage. Local funding for
protecting intangible cultural heritage has been increasing
each year as well, with provincial-level funding totaling
some RMB 2.2 billion as of 2010. The State Council has
also approved the establishment of the Department of
Intangible Cultural Heritage under the Ministry of Culture,
and the China National Center for Safeguarding Intangible
Cultural Heritage under the Chinese National Academy
of Art. All 31 provinces (regions and municipalities)
have set up provincial centres for protecting intangible
cultural heritage. The cultural departments (bureaux) of 14
provinces (regions and municipalities) have also set up their
own intangible cultural heritage administrations (offices).
The agencies and teams in charge of protecting intangible
cultural heritage have now been institutionalized.

In 2006, 2008 and 2011, the State Council announced a
total of 1,219 national-level intangible cultural heritage
items in three batches. Meanwhile, similar lists have also
been compiled at provincial, municipal and county levels,
giving rise to a four-tier listing system. In addition, since
2006, the Ministry of Culture has named and announced
three batches comprising 1,488 representative inheritors of
national-level intangible cultural heritage. All provinces
(regions and municipalities) have also drawn up their own
lists of representative inheritors. Accordingly, the Ministry
of Culture has formulated administrative measures to
strengthen the protection and management of national-
level intangible cultural heritage items.

(2) Mobilising the community at large in protecting
intangible cultural heritage with the people as the main
players

Our people are the creators, owners and inheritors
of intangible cultural heritage. Raising the people’s
awareness is the best way to protect intangible cultural
heritage. In recent years, out of respect for the public’s
cultural preferences, we have been supporting folk
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culture events undertaken by the public during traditional
Chinese festivals such as Lunar New Year, Duanwu
Festival(Dragon Boat Festival) and Mid-autumn Festival.
These events allow the public to play a leading role
and take the initiative in celebrating festivals and folk
activities.  Since 2006, the Chinese government has
designated the second Saturday of every June as “Cultural
Heritage Day”. On that day, local cultural authorities
pull out all the stops to organise promotional activities,
including exhibitions, shows, forums and seminars on
protecting intangible cultural heritage. Moreover, media
outlets, such as newspapers, magazines, radio, television
and websites, devote significant coverage to publicise
the work on protecting intangible cultural heritage, thus
creating a favourable atmosphere for community-wide
participation in protecting intangible cultural heritage
while encouraging the public to voluntarily protect our
intangible cultural heritage. Cultural authorities also work
closely with education authorities to incorporate folk songs
and folk music into music lessons, the art of Chinese paper
cutting and New Year pictures into arts lessons, traditional
crafts into handicraft lessons, and calligraphy lessons
into the curricula of primary and secondary schools. By
incorporating elements of intangible cultural heritage
into lessons, teaching materials and campus life, we have
turned intangible cultural heritage into an essential vehicle
for promoting traditional cultural education and patriotic
education among the youth.

Protecting the inheritors is the key to safeguarding
intangible cultural heritage. In recent years, by documenting
and compiling information on traditional crafts, providing
teaching and learning venues, funding and holding teaching
and learning activities, organising publicity campaigns and
exchange programmes, collectingand safekeeping signature
works and building archives, the cultural authorities have
been actively helping representative inheritors to engage
in transmission activities such as recruiting disciples and
passing on their skills and knowledge.

(3) Exploring scientific protection methods that are
consistent with intangible cultural heritage’s inherent
nature

The abundance of intangible cultural heritage dictates
that we need a wide range of protection methods. China
has gradually derived a variety of methods for protecting
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intangible cultural heritage from actual practices. Intangible
cultural heritage is mainly presented in the form of items.
Therefore, we start by compiling lists of intangible cultural
heritage items and protecting listed items. Since intangible
cultural heritage is passed down mainly by oral means,
protecting the inheritors is a key part of our protection
efforts. As intangible cultural heritage is by its very nature
fragile and irrecoverable once lost, salvaging becomes
a top priority. Also, we have to adopt as far as possible
a proactive approach in the protection of intangible
cultural heritage by producing some of our intangible
national treasures as they are often closely related to the
people’s production activities. Finally, considering that
intangible cultural heritage is all-encompassing in nature
and is closely connected to the natural and anthropological
ecosystems that support it, we have to adopt holistic
protection measures.

One of the important tools in salvaging intangible cultural
heritage is modern information technology. We have been
using it to develop archives and database by filming and
documenting intangible cultural heritage on the brink
of disappearance and old and ailing inheritors of natural
treasures. The Ministry of Culture is now actively engaged
in the digitisation of intangible cultural heritage and
documentation of national-level representative inheritors.

Intangible cultural heritage is often closely related to the
people’s production activities. Given the distinct features
of traditional crafts, arts and medicine, China has proposed
the idea of protection through production. With effective
protection as a guiding principle, these intangible national
treasures have been reproduced and utilised in a reasonable
fashion, which in turn restores their vitality and strength
and contributes to their own protection and preservation.

National Cultural Ecosystem Conservation Areas are
designated to expand the scope of protection from the
safeguarding of individual intangible cultural heritage
items to the holistic protection of the environments that

support them. This is a scientific approach that is consistent
with the patterns of protecting, preserving and developing
intangible cultural heritage. It is an important initiative
for protecting intangible cultural heritage as our nation
is undergoing a large-scale development of new rural
communities and rapid urbanisation. Moreover, it helps to
motivate local governments and the public to participate
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in the protection of intangible cultural heritage. This
approach is now widely recognized. We started designating
National Cultural Ecosystem Conservation Areas in 2007,
and, so far, 11 experimental conservation areas have
been designated. Some provinces are also exploring the
feasibility of designating their own conservation areas.

(4) Enhancing the protection of ethnic groups’ intangible
cultural heritage to promote the Chinese culture of
diversity in unity

China is home to 56 ethnic groups. Save for the Hans, the
other 55 are ethnic minorities. They possess a wealth of
intangible cultural heritage; all of them, including those
with only a few thousand members, have items inscribed
on the National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage.
Among the 1,219 items on the list published by the
State Council, ethnic minorities account for 515 items or
42%. Of the 1,488 representative inheritors of National
Intangible Cultural Heritage named by the Ministry of
Culture, 393 or 26% of them are ethnic minorities. In
the meantime, 5 of the 11 existing experimental National
Cultural Ecosystem Conservation Areas are located in
regions inhabited by ethnic minorities. Ethnic minorities
also contribute 13, or 38%, of the 34 Chinese items on
UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity. The Chinese government has all
along attached great importance to the protection of ethnic
minorities’ intangible cultural heritage and has actively
provided ethnic minorities with assistance and given them
preferential treatment in this regard. Year after year, we
have gradually stepped up our support for ethnic minorities
living in Tibet, Xinjiang and other regions to help them
protect their intangible cultural heritage. Our support comes
in the forms of additional funding, assistance in protecting
individual intangible cultural heritage items and personnel
training. When a region inhabited by ethnic minorities is
hit by natural disasters, such as earthquake, the Ministry of
Culture will deploy contingency measures to salvage and
safeguard damaged intangible cultural heritage.

(5) Learning from international experience and
strengthening international exchange and cooperation

As a State Party to UNESCO’s “Convention for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage” (the
“Convention”), China has been actively fulfilling its
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obligations under the Convention and taken an active role
in drafting relevant international regulations. We have also
drafted and adopted “The Intangible Cultural Heritage
Law of the People’s Republic of China” in the spirit of the
Convention and in the light of our own circumstances. China
puts much emphasis on learning and drawing reference
from theories and successful experience of other countries
and actively participates in international exchanges and
cooperation. In recent years, China has successfully held
the “Festival of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of China”
in Paris, and three editions of “International Festival of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage”in Chengdu, Xichuan
Province. In addition, we have joined the Republic of
Mongolia in applying for the inscription of Mongolian
traditional Folk Long Song on UNESCO’s Representative
List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity and
cooperated with Mongolia in conducting field studies and
protecting these folk songs. The Ministry of Culture has
also signed a cooperation agreement on the protection of
intangible cultural heritage with the Mongolian Ministry
of Education, Culture and Science. In 2010, the Chinese
National Academy of Art set up the International Training
Centre for Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Asia and
the Pacific Region. In addition, China has been actively
submitting applications for inscriptions on UNESCO’s
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
of Humanity and List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity in Need of Urgent Safeguarding. As of 2011,
China has 28 items on the Representative List and another
6 on the list of items in need of urgent safeguarding.

Fellow Ministers, ladies and gentlemen,

Intangible cultural heritage, which embodies the unique
and vibrant qualities of different peoples, is a vivid
testament to the diversity of culture. China and its Asian
neighbours are all culturally sophisticated and endowed
with a colossal wealth of cultural resources. Many
intangible cultural heritage items are shared between China
and its neighbours, such as the traditional Long Folk Songs
of Mongolia, the Epic of Manas and the art of mugam,
to name but a few. There is much to gain for China and
our Asian neighbours to build upon this solid foundation
by deepening and strengthening our cultural exchange
and cooperation. We stand ready to strengthen cultural

exchange and collaboration with other Asian countries on
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various fronts, including the protection of intangible cultural
heritage, under the principles of sharing information and
experience, enhancing cooperation, promoting friendship
and protecting heritage through concerted efforts. In this
regard, I would like to put forward the following proposals:

1. We should enhance communication and cooperation
by jointly submitting applications for inscription on
UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity, List of Intangible Cultural Heritage
of Humanity in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and Register
of Best Intangible Heritage Safeguarding Practices. For
intangible cultural heritage items shared between two or
more countries, we propose setting up joint application
committees to submit joint listing applications and bolster
cooperation in the protection of these items, with a view to
facilitating their succession and preservation.

2. To promote exchange and cooperation on safeguarding
intangible cultural heritage in Asia, we propose a biennial
“Asian Forum on Safeguarding Intangible Cultural
Heritage”. Cultural authorities and experts from East, West,
South and Middle Asia will be invited to discuss the hot
topics and challenges regarding the protection of intangible
cultural heritage facing the Asian community and propose
solutions to facilitate the protection and preservation of
intangible cultural heritage in Asia.

Fellow Ministers, distinguished guests and friends, this
year’s Asia Cultural Cooperation Forum has adopted
“Safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage: From Vision
to Action” as the theme, which speaks volume about the
organisers unique outlook and strategic insight. Today, in
the company my fellow Ministers, I have never been more
confident that the joint efforts of Asian countries will create
a brighter future for a world of diverse cultures!

Thank you!




