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Excellency Ministers; Ladies and Gentlemen:

With the population of more than 80 millions,
comprising 54 ethnic minorities and using 5 different
language groups, Vietnam has quite a long history.
Cultural heritage, especially intangible cultural
heritage, usually reflects the great values in terms of
culture and history, featuring the unique characteristic
of each nation. Facing with the economic globalization
that is strongly developing all over the world, the
Government of Vietnam has identified that cultural
heritage is an important factor that needs to be protected
as implementing industrialization and modernization
and participating in the international integration. During
past years, Vietnam has worked out Strategy to preserve
and promote the intangible cultural heritage- vision by
2020 with the following main contents:

1. Continue to finalize and strengthen the legal system
on intangible cultural heritage protection.

2. Strengthen the Government investment for
intangible cultural heritage protection in such
areas as documentation, restoration, teaching
and education; the protection of outstanding and
heritages need urgent safeguard shall be given
priority.

3. The inventory and selection of intangible cultural
heritages to take them in the National intangible
cultural list shall be attached special importance.

4. Concentrate to train labor forces for the study and
protection of intangible cultural heritage.

5. Step up the honoring and giving preferential policies
for outstanding artisans who hold and safeguard
intangible cultural heritage.

6. Effectively implement the action programs to
safeguard intangible cultural heritage featured by
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UNESCO and keep on submitting other intangible
cultural heritages on the basis of ensuring the
cultural and heritage diversification.

With such vision, the Government and people of
Vietnam have been strengthening the regional and
international cooperation, ceaselessly learning and
inheriting experience on cultural heritage protection of
mankind. Thanks to that, the protection of intangible
cultural heritage in Vietnam has been extended and
gained some encouraging achievements. Namely:

Firstly, legal system on protection and promotion of
intangible cultural heritage values has been finalized and
become an effective tool to safeguard intangible cultural
heritage. In 2009, the Cultural Heritage Law 2001 has
been amended and modified to be fitted with practical
situation of Vietnam and UNESCO Convention 2003
on intangible cultural heritage protection. In 2010, the
Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism issued Circular
regulating the inventory of intangible cultural heritage
and filing of intangible cultural heritage to take them
in the National intangible cultural heritage list and we
are now working out Circular on rewarding People’s
Artist, Emeritus’s Artist in order to encourage them
preserve and pass intangible cultural heritage to the next
generations.

Secondly, strengthen investment: through WNational
target program on culture, the Government keeps on
invest hundreds of millions of VND for the protection
and promotion of intangible cultural heritage. Thanks
to that, a lot of intangible cultural heritages have been
studied, documented and restored.

Thirdly; the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism of
Vietnam has instructed localities to focus on inventory
of intangible cultural heritage, filing of intangible
cultural heritage to take them in the National intangible
cultural heritage list in order to execute the Law on
Cultural heritage and 2003 UNESCO Convention since
2011 and years to come.

Fourthly: heritage education for the youth is paid great
attention. It is done through education activities in
museums and other cultural institutions.

Fifthly: in 2010, Vietnam has rewarded for more than
20 artisans of traditional handicraft.

Sixthly: From 2001 up to now, Vietnam has built 8
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nomination files. At present, 3 files are under review of
UNESCO, that are Xoan Phu Tho singing; Hung King
worship and The Art of “Don ca Tai tu” in the Southern
part of Vietnam. 5 cultural heritages recognized by
UNESCO have received great protection from both
local and international community and authority.

At present, in the protection of intangible cultural
heritage, Vietnam is coping with the following
challenges:

- Awareness on the protection of intangible cultural
heritage is not fully comprehensive that causes problems
in handling the relationship between preservation and
development in a harmonious manner.

- Labor forces who directly involve in the protection and
promotion of intangible cultural heritage is insufficient
and limited in professional capacity.

- Programs and projects on protection and promotion
of intangible cultural heritage are lacked of public
participation, leading to the low effectiveness or less
sustainable.

These are some main contents on vision, action and
challenges in the protection and promotion of intangible
cultural heritage in Vietnam at present [ would like to
share with you today.

We think that it is just initial steps and outcomes that are
so modest in comparing with other developed countries.
Therefore, Vietnam expects to learn experience and to
receive further support and cooperation from countries
in the region as well as in the world.

Thank you for your attention.




