Mr TSANG Tak-sing, GBS, JP
Secretary for Home Affairs, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

Minister CAl, Heads of Delegations, DistinguishedeSts, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good Morning! First, a warm welcome to Hong Kongalbour guests. Also thank
you for joining us here in Hong Kong for the Asialtoral Co-operation Forum 2009.
Championing the idea, “The Culture Asian”, this y@&CF will explore topics of
cultural co-operation against the backdrop of newernational and regional
developments. The rise of Asia has been the tdpomversation around the world in
recent years. Asia owes its progress to the enhagreof the quality of its people. To
guote the Japanese philosopher lkeda Daisaku,\ise ‘Sdhe way people act and the
system according to which they act are rooted itucel’. In other words, culture
defines people. This is how the idea of “The Cualtdsian” comes about.

Asia is the largest and most populous continentheaworld. It is also home to a
kaleidoscopic variety of cultures. From east totveesl south to north, it spans a huge
tract of land where vastly different cultures maed flourish. Countries and regions
across the continent speak, dress and eat indaliffget unique ways, creating a broad
spectrum of rich cultures. Hence, Asian is, firstl &oremost, a notion of variety.

Over the course of history, peoples in the regiamehintermingled and have been
under profound influence of one another, so muctingbevery Asian culture borrows
certain elements from its neighbours. Some sayuages and words are the greatest
manifestation of a culture. Because they are richescultural contents. They
practically embody the culture of their people. Erample, Chinese culture has been
prospering for thousands of years, but Hanyu asdtminant language of Chinese
people has been constantly evolving phoneticaltylaxrically by absorbing countless
vocabularies and ideas from other cultures.

Nowadays, very few cultures from around the woda be regarded as indigenous.
Instead, they are more or less mixtures, assimgdiactors of other cultures in one
way or another. The greater the difference betweencultures, the more powerful
the chemistry generated when they come into cantaétsia, different cultures meet
and mix on a daily basis. As Asia has long beeand bf diverse cultures, Asians have
learnt to live and respect others’ lives. Asia givise to some of the most advanced
human civilisations. Study of history and contengpyrcivilisations have all taken a
special interest in Asia. Ji Xian-lin, the late @&se scholar who passed away not long



ago, said “Human civilisation has so far falleroitivo cultural systems: oriental and
occidental. Their differences originated and araved from the different modes of
thinking. The east is inductive while the west eddctive. The inductive mode of
thinking has made Asian civilisation more tolerantl ready to learn from the others.

Since the 16th century, Asian countries have #iriaunder the influence of western
civilisation to some extent. Although colonialismasvgradually stamped out during
the last century, the western culture did not gardavith it. On the contrary, it
acquires global influence as the economy becomeseasingly globalised. Most
Asian societies embrace western civilisations wipen arms rather than trepidation.
Everywhere in Asia, you will see people learningnirthe technological and cultural
advancement Europe has achieved since the InduRemolution with the strong
sense of humility. We may say the Asians are adeptjuipping themselves with the
combined wisdom of all humanity or the best of Hast and West. May | take Hong
Kong as an example, the rise of Hong Kong is tisalteof merging the best of both
worlds. Leveraging our vibrant and diverse cultarel unique location in Asia, we
have a vision of positioning Hong Kong as an imaéional cultural hub through the
development of a massive cultural district on anpriharbourfront site. The West
Kowloon Cultural District will be an integrated dacility spanning 40 hectares. The
government has already committed an upfront endowmé almost 21.6 billion
Hong Kong dollars to the West Kowloon Cultural Distproject. When completed, it
will include 15 performing arts venues includingnain performance venue and
theatres, concert halls and music halls of vargizgs. There will be a modern M+
museum and outdoor piazzas for people to enjoy atmeosphere. In the West
Kowloon Cultural District, we also have arguablye timost ambitious single art
development project in the world to look forward ito the years ahead. Similar
scenario can occur in other parts of the world,Asia seemingly is better prepared to
benefit from the intermingling of different cultwend translate the experience into
innovation and progress. We can see that Asianfaeirgg a lot of cultural issues that
call for in-depth study and discussion. These issu@ve to do with reacquainting
ourselves with our own cultural traditions and sgrtout wheat from the chaff in
dealing with foreign cultures.

Asian cultures are known for their richness, diitgrdieritage and inclusiveness. By
holding fast to these values, and taking Asianucatt to their next levels, we will find
ourselves in a favourable position to meet withiougs challenges emerging in this
new era.



| wish you all a fruitful discussion and very susskil ACCF. Thank you very much.



